YoY°Times 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


The Top 10 Yo-Yos of the Year 
Second Annual Awards 


As has become our annual tradition, we hereby anoint 
the mes individuals and institutions with the exalted 
status of “The Top 10 Yo-Yos of the Year.” 

The je of selecting the year’s top 10 was considerably 
more difficult this year than last because some of the best 
candidates now seemed out of reach. For example, Jim and 
Tammy Bakker no longer seem funny since Jim was sen- 
tenced to serve time in jail. Muammar Quddafi has ap- 
parently dropped out of sight (and long may he stay that 
way). Sean Penn and Mike Tyson are no longer in the 
news. Michael Dukakis has enough problems of his own 
these days without being so honored. 

Another of last year’s winners, Donald Trump, the star 
of a new game by Milton Bradley, who gave new meaning 
to the phrase “Shuttle Diplomacy,” narrowly missed being 
the only repeat entrant from last year’s list. 

One of the requirements to receive the award is that 
the recipient must either (1) be so far above the rest of us 
that they will never even know they’ve been honored, or (2) 
have such a great sense of humor that they'll be delighted 
to remembered. 

Note: Contrary to popular misconception, it is not 
necessary to be from sahiigion or oherwiac have made 
one’s name in Washington to make this list.) 


And the Winners Are... 


With those thoughts in mind, we hereby present our list 
of the Top 10 Yo-Yos of 1989. 

1. The guy (we didn’t catch his name) who paid $47.8 
million in May for a 1901 him BY Pablo Picasso called 
“Yo Picasso.” The buyer overlooked the fine print, which 
stated that if you buy two copies, you get a free yo-yo. 

2. The leadership of the Chinese Communist Party 
who, after a brief outbreak of freedom almost brought 
their country into the 20th Century, clamped down again, 
jammed VOA and BBC broadcasts, shut down fax 
machines, censored overseas mail and otherwise took steps 
to return China solidly to the middle ages. 

3. Former Housing and Urban Development Depart- 
ment secretary Samuel R. Pierce, who igen (we have 
to say “allegedly” or some yo-yo lawyer will sue us) misap- 
propriated a zillion dollars of taxpayers’ money even as the 
number of homeless Americans increased and, then, when 
a Congressional committee asked him to explain what hap- 
pened, was able to remember only that the U.S. Constitu- 
tion has a Fifth Amendment. 

4. ABC News president Roone Arledge, who promised 
to recreate the presentation of his award for broadcast on 
“World News Tonight,” using grainy film. 

5. Hotel queen Leona Helmsley, head of a $5 billion 
hotel and reahestate empire, found guilty in August of 39 
counts of evading $1.2 million in taxes, mail fraud and 
[See “TOP 10 YO-YOS OF THE YEAR’ on p. 14] 
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ONE SHINING STAR FOR TWO SHINING STARS--Tom 
Smothers "Walks the Dog" across the Smothers Brothers 
new plaque on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame in front of Legends 
Deli on Nov. 2. Following the ceremony, the guests gathered 
in Legends, where they partook of a brand new sandwich 
named in Tom and Dick’s honor, "The Better Half." One half of 
the sandwich (Tom’s) is pastrami on sourdough; the other 
half (Dick’s) is turkey on whole wheat. To get this picture, YYT 
reader Ron Wakefield showed up 4 hours early and staked 
out a spot in the press photographers’ section. 


Yo-Yos Help Ease Dislocation Blues 
Following San Francisco Earthquake 


You've just lost your home from the worst earthquake to 
hit California since 1906, and you’ve found temporary 
residence in a relief shelter. But there isn’t much to do. 
Where do you turn? 

When Don Watson, AKA “Captain Yo,” heard of the 
plight of the homeless following the Oct. 17 earthquake, he 
decided to see how he could contribute his own talents and 
specialties to making life a little easier. So he called the Red- 
wood Chapter of the American Red Cross in Sonoma County 
and suggested the yo-yo plan. They agreed and provided him 
with an 1.d. card and a placard for his truck. “Without the 
placard, I'd have had trouble getting through the police lines 
and into the shelters,” Watson told YYT. 

After getting the necessary approvals, Watson phoned a 
number of yo-yo manufacturers and suppliers to see if they 
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World Class rE: 


Become A Two-Handed Yo-Yo Star! 


Yo-Yo Champion Dennis McBride’s outstanding new 90 minute video can help you master 
over 30 two handed yo-yo tricks. It’s fun, well done and highly instructional — like having your 
own full-time tutor. This is the definitive videotape on the subject. Sale priced at only $25.00. 


— McBRIDE'S 


The Know-Yo Video is McBride's 53 minute basic instructional tape and will get you up to 
speed in a hurry, even if you are a beginner. On sale for $20. 


The SMOTHERS BROTHERS Yo-Yo Man Video which highlights the finesse of Yo-Yo 
Master Daniel Volk and showmanship of Tom Smothers, is not to be missed at only $10. 


Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos - A Special Sale!!! 
The Pros Choice = Performance and 2 


GALLERY 

OF UNBELIEVABLE 
TWO-HANDED 
YO-YO TRICKS 


FLYING CAMEL YO-YO 
Intricately lasercarved. 
Flies thru the string tricks! 


NO JIVE 3-in-1 YO-YO 
Assembles 3 Ways. 
Great for one and two-handed tricks! 


SILVER BULLET YO-YO 
The Longest Spinner. 
(TOM SMOTHERS' STAGE YO-YO) 


ee SS ee ne SS eee 4 
~ ORDER TODAY - 4 
Description Price Total 
McBride’s 2-Handed Video - 90 minutes (Reg. $30) | $25.00 


McBride’s Know-Yo Video - 53 minutes 
Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo Man Video 


(Reg. $25 
(Reg. $12 


20.00 


— 


WORLD ON A STRING BOOK 


(Reg. $12 


“NO JIVE 3-in-1 YO-YO 
“FLYING CAMEL YO-YO 


(Reg. $18 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


(Reg. $20) 


*SILVER BULLET YO-YO (with leather holster) (Reg. 40) 
“WOODY” YO-YO (Reg. $8) 
ALL OF THE ABOVE + FREE 1949 Roy Rogers Yo-Yo 


THE "WOODY" - 


in mint condition. Guaranteed to delight! A Super value! | 125.00 a classic 
; tL - ‘ — va en 
HAPPY CA Residents add 6.5% | : eS 
y t N ! Shipping (all orders) a pase 
O-I G! TOTAL | HELANE ZEIGER'S 192 page book describes over 80 tricks, and 
* Yo-Yos include 60 feet of spare string, extra axles and instructions. includes YO-YO lore and the latest in THE STATE OF YO. 
Name ees ee, Mail to: 
Address ___! TOM KUHN CUSTOM YO-YOS, LTD. 
City State__ Zip | 2383 California Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 
Pay by check, Money Order or MC/Visa. Your satisfaction is fully guaranteed! | 
No. _ Exp. Date 1 PHONE ORDERS: (415) 921-8138 
| 
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wanted to donate product for his project. “The very first call 
I made, they said, "How many do you need?’ It seemed like 
everyone I called was happy to join the effort....I never told 
them how many to send. I just said, Ship what you can. I’ll 
see to it that they get in the right hands.”” In all, he received 
yo-yos from six sources: Playmaxx, Yomega, Kuhn, Jack Rus- 
sell, the Smothers Tasting Room (which donated YoYo Man 
Yo-Yos) and Coleman School (a grammar school in San 
Rafael, Calif., which keeps a stock of yo-yos on hands for its 
students). By the time he’d contacted these suppliers, he had 
gathered 600 yo-yos. 

In all, Watson visited seven shelters: two in San Francis- 
co, two in Oakland and three in Watsonville (one of the hard- 
est-hit, most heavily damaged areas). At each shelter, he’d 
put on a show and teach yo-yoing to those who were inter- 
ested. Managers at each shelter he visited were “without ex- 
ception beside themselves to have something like this going 
on.” Most of the yo-yos went to people who were new to yo- 
yoing, including many kids 10-15 years old “who picked it up 
pretty fast,” he said. 

The purpose of the shelters is to provide emergency care 
for the homeless. “Our target was to go beyond the life-sus- 
taining to the life-enhancing. People who are forced out of 
their homes suffer a tremendous trauma. And the longer 
they’re in the environment of a shelter, the worse the stress 
is. Some of them were sleeping on gym floors for a couple of 
weeks. That gets to be bad news for everyone. The idea was 
to go in with something that would help them occupy their 
time and give them some pleasure for a few days and relieve 
some of the stress of shelter living,” Watson said. “The 
managers tell me that it was a good thing to do.” 

atson downplayed his own role in distributing the yo- 
yos.. “Stress the role of the Red Cross and the sources that 
rovided the 7 ipl he said. “That’s what’s important. I was 
abbergasted by their response.” 


Barney Akers Leaves a Rich Legacy 


It is with deep regret we report that Bernard “Barney” 
Akers, one of the all-time greats in the world of yo-yoing, 
died suddenly on Nov. 10 at his home in Kenova, W.Va. He 
was the subject of a feature in our last issue honoring him on 
his 80th birthday. 

”I never met anyone who didn’t like him. He was a guid- 
ing light,” his first cousin, Don Duncan, said of him. (Don 
Duncan is the son of the late Donald Duncan, of Duncan Yo- 
Yo fame. The senior Duncan was Aker’s uncle. The younger 
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Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 
The new Model 22 is a one piece rock maple yo-yo 
dynamically balanced and exquisitly painted. 

Mode] 23 is a one piece yo-yo with 


Bod ith natural finish. More models are in 

(Bi the works. Write for details and 

and get on our mailing list. 
Yovo? (Bird in. Hand 


847 W. Sth St. Chico, CA 95928 


Duncan is now president of Playmaxx Inc. in Tucson, which 
markets the Pro-Yo, and is no longer connected with Duncan 
Toys Inc.) “He brought more people into the yo-yo business 
than anyone who worked in the field promoting it. To those 
of us who had the privilege of working with him, he taught a 
lot,” Don Duncan said. 

We and the many thousands of yo-yoers, young and old, 
whom he taught and with whom he shared his love of yoing, 
will always remember Barney Akers with a smile on his face 
and a yo-yo in each hand. The world is much richer for his 
ie passed this way and taken the time to share his joy 
with us. 


The Yo-Yo: A Perfect Holiday Gift 
That Keeps on Giving 


If you’re looking for the perfect holiday gift, consider 
giving a yo-yo. Heseeyee would only want to give such a 
gift to someone who is likely to receive it in the correct frame 
of mind—someone who enjoys yo-yoing. 

The yo-yo is a perfect stocking-stuffer for the youngsters 
in the family. An expensive “executive” ae can make an ex- 
cellent gift for that igh achiever in the family who needs 
something to help reduce stress. A high-quality wooden yo- 
yo fits easily in any pocket or purse, ever-ready to spring into 
action for a few minutes’ practice while you’re waiting in line 
or otherwise have a spare moment or two. 

Check out the ads in this issue for your gift ideas. Jf you 
believe in what we are doing, please patronize our advertisers 
and tell them that you appreciate their continued advertising. 

And, of course, do not overlook the possibility of giving 
that yo-yo nut in your life a subscription — or a renewal of an 
existing subscription—to Yo-Yo Times! [And, while you're at 
it, don’t forget to ask your parents, your spouse, your sig- 
nificant other or ‘ead relatives to renew your subscription!] 
It’s another gift that keeps on giving. 


Smothers Brothers Tour Continues 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by Tom and 
Dick Smothers through February. 

Dec. 10, Valley Forge Music Fair, Devon, Pa. 

Dec. 13, Community Auditorium, Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Dec. 15-17, Minneapolis Symphony, Orchestra Hall, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

ec. 28-Jan. 10, Desert Inn, Las Vegas. . 

Jan. 17-21, Bob Hope Golf Classic, Palm Springs, Calif. 
(Tom only). 

Jan. 25-28, Phoenix Open, Phoenix, Ariz. (Tom only). 

Feb. 10, Ft. Lauderdale (details later). 

Feb. 20, Los Angeles Open, Pro-Am Show, Los Angeles. 
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“The Beverly Hills" 
Exotic Hardwood Yo-Yo 
Multi-Laminated, Extra Large (3 1/8” 
$19 + $2 handling or 2 for $38 postpaid 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Custom Imprints Available Write for Free Catalog 


Wood of a Kind 
5767 W. Adams Bivd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90016 


Science Fair Project Tips 


Now that the yo-yo is finally starting to catch on again, 
we’ve hearing from an increasing number of school-aged 
yoers who would like to do a science fair project that has 
something to do with the yo-yo. 

We just recently heard af three publications that might in- 
terest you. 

The first two are available directly from The Children’s 
Museum Shop, 300 Congress St., Boston, MA 02210. 

The first book is Tops: Building and Experimenting with 
Spinning Toys, by Bernie Zubrowski, who 1s senior developer- 
small science for the Boston Children’s Museum. His book is 
96 pages long and includes a section on yo-yo experiments. 
The cost is $6.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling, total $8.95. 

_ The second book is entitled Science Sensations. It’s by 
Diane Willow, who is senior developer at the Boston 
Children’s Museum, and Emily Curran. Although it does not 
contain tie on yo-yos per se, it has two chapters on 
tops, plus lots of other chapters on ideas for science fair 
projects. Its cost is $9.95 plus $2.00 shipping and handling, 
Again, it wouldn’t hurt to ask nicely for an autographed copy. 

Finally, the November-December issue of Super Science 
(Blue Edition, for 4th through 6th grades), a publication of 
Scholastic Magazine, contains a cover story on, “What 
Makes Big Wheels ind on Rollin’?” It has several ideas for 
experiments that could be converted into science fair 
projects. Check your school system to see if it subscribes. 
Scholastic has given us permission to reproduce the pages of 
the wheel experiments to share them with you (but not to sell 
them!). So, if you can’t find a copy, send us your name and 
address along with 45 cents in coin or stamps to pay for 
postage and Xeroxing costs, and we’ll send you a photocopy 
of the article. 


Yo-Yo Conference on Schedule: 
Los Angeles in July 1990 at IJA 


As announced in our last issue, the First International Yo- 
Yo Convention is on for July 17-21, 1990, at the University of 
Southern California at Los Angeles (UCLA). 

The yo-yo convention will actually be a subset of the 
much larger International Jugglers Association annual con- 
vention, which is scheduled for those dates. We will be pig- 
gybacking on their efforts. 

We are currently working with the IJA to schedule a 
series of yo-yo-oriented workshops and performances that 
will complement the IJA’s juggling workshops, contests, 
stage shows and so on. 

Because we are conducting our convention under the 
aegis of the IJA, all registrations and other arrangements will 
be made through the IJA, not through Yo-Yo Times. Anyone 
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can attend an IJA convention for one day; to attend more 
than one day, you have to join the IJA, which is a modest in- 
vestment of $20 per year. Your membership includes a sub- 
scription to IJA’s delightful magazine, Jugglers World. 

If the idea intrigues you, contact the JA directly. Write 
to Tom Bennett, 1320 Louisiana, Akron, OH 44314, 216/753- 
1185, and ask for information on joining the association and 
attending next year’s convention. 


Call for Workshop Ideas 


If you have a yo-yo-related workshop idea you'd like to 
present, send it along to us at Yo-Yo Times, Convention 
Workshops, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. Here are a 
few ideas for workshops that have already been suggested: 
beginning, intermediate, advanced and two-handed 
workshops; yo-yo woodcarving; how to develop a routine; 
spin tops and other spinning toys; and how to make money 
yo-yoing. Do you have any other ideas? Send them along. 


e For people who love to yo-yo in a big way, Wood of a 
Kind, 5767 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90016, is 
marketing the Beverly Hills Yo-Yo. At 3 1/8” in diameter, it 
appears to be the biggest yo-yo on the market today. Don’t 
let its large size fool you. Company co-owner Alexander 
(Alex) Thomas tells us that it plays well. The Beverly Hills 
Yo-Yo is made out of exotic hardwoods, including zebra 
wood, puduak, birdseye maple, wenge, walnut, koa and a few 
others, and is multi-laminated, Custom imprints available. It 
retails for $19; include $2 postage and handling if you’d like 
to order by mail. Special price for YYT readers: 2 for $38 
postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed. Write for a free catalog, 
which also includes the company’s other wood products such 
as jewelry boxes, clocks, cutting boards, salt and pepper 
shakers and so on. 

e What’s an old yo-yo worth? No one knows for sure, but 
one collector has published a list of what he’s willing to pay. 
Even if you don’t want to sell him your uncle’s yo-yo collec- 
tion, the 4-page list provides a starting point for putting a 
value on some of the antique yo-yos you can still find at an 
occasional flea market. To obtain a copy of the list, send a 
self-addressed, stamped, business-size envelope to Chuck 
Zornig, International Yo-Yo Institute, 1030 N. Dearborn, 
#309, Chicago, IL 60610. “Please include your phone num- 
ber, so I can track you down, if necessary,” Chuck asked. The 
list goes back to the original 1927 Duncans, which Zornig 
values at up to $60. A id from Zornig: The Spectra Star 
“Leapin’ Lizard” yo-yo has been discontinued and is ex- 
pected to become a collector’s item. Also, the Duncan 
Wheels yo-yo, with bright, shiny chrome rims, has also been 


YO-YO BOOK $9.95 

A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
3 Everything from Rock-the- 
@ # Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 

) } all here: 83 pages lavishly 
~ / illustrated, photographed, and 

/ packaged with our own maple wood 


2 —¥ yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
8. / Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
~ Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT ON A STRING 
he bala ‘PIECE WOODEN YO-YO 


© OVER THE FALLS e FLYING SAUCERe WARP DRIVE « TIDAL WAVE e BRAIN TWISTER® 


WE'RE ON THE MARKET 
America's Best! ONE PIECE 
Wooden Yo-Yo 

e Tournament Quality e Dynamically Balanced 

e Spectacular Finishes e Custom Designs, Labeling 
e Rhinestones & Holograms 

Watch for: 

e Limited Edition Yo-Yo Announcements 

e American Spinners Jackets 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
57 Willowbrook Bivd, Suite 406 
Wayne, NJ07470 

201-785-1555 
Ask for Bill Cress 


® JTIDADYOLOW SH1 ¢NOISNANIG GHIHL © YV1S SVXGL * NOOW 3HL 4O4 HOVSH 


THE ELEVATOR® SHOTGUNe SPLIT THE ATOMe THREE LEAF CLOVER® BOW TIE 


e We thank all of our customers 
for helping us with a great start. 

e Write for catalog and 
pricing information. 

e We will be mailing photo cards 
of American Spinners T-shirts 
and jackets shortly to everyone 
on our mailing list. 

« The “All American Spinner” 
is coming in February 1990. 

SO ce Limited edition! 


MISS AMERICAN SPINNERS 


> 19906 
e°8 o 
2) 2 @ 5° 


Hq 49@ 
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A-+B-+Z Toys, Inc. 
HAS MOVED AND CHANGED ITS NAME TO: 


discontinued and headed for collector status. Don’t confuse 
it with the currently marketed Wheels yo-yo, which has dull, 
grey rims. 

e “Slip into the State of Yo” with the official Smothers 
Brothers/Hummingbird Toy Co. YoYo Man poster. The full- 
color poster shows pictures of Tom and Dick in action and is 
available for $5 plus $1 shipping and handling from Hum- 
mingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St., P.O. Box 276, Arcade, 
NY 14009. 

e Special offer (through Jan. 15, 1990) from Dennis Mc- 
Bride, just in time for Christmas: Dennis’ new tape “Dennis 
McBride’s Gallery of Unbelievable Two-Handed Yo-Yo 
Tricks,” a 90-minute video packed with more than 30 two- 
handed tricks, plus sample routines and demonstrations 
from some of yo-yo-dom’s most-talented newcomers, Robert 
Litton, Paul Buethe and Don Harrison, is available for $20 
(regular price, $29.95). Mention Yo-Yo Times and Dennis 
will pay the shipping and handling. Also, he’ll autograph the 
tape to you. His first tape, “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video,”, a 
collection of more than 30 tricks demonstrated by McBride, 
is also available at the special price of $20 (regular, $24.95). 
Extra special deal: Both tapes for $35, plus a bonus: a free, 
limited-edition, wooden, laminated Rainbow Trickster (spe- 
cially made for McBride by Hummingbird). Coming early 
next year: McBride’s new string-tricks video. (Dennis Mc- 
Bride, 27746 N. Santa Clarita Rd., Saugus, CA 91350, 
805/297-5713.) 

e Ken Picou, the owner of Design in Wood, 5508 
Montview, Austin, TX 78756, 512/454-3425, has adapted a 
half-ton arbor press into a yo-yo assembling machine that’s 
“working real well,” he reports. “It makes for perfect align- 
ment of the yo-yo halves.” 

e If you are in the market for 200 pounds or more of 
100% cotton yo-yo string, uncut, single-ply, with a yield of 
1,680 yards to the pound, on a cone, contact Sylvia Remus at 
Waterbury Rope Mills, 812 Burr Oak Dr., Westmont, IL 
60559, 708/654-3600 for details. No smaller orders, please. 

e If your need for string is a bit more modest, you can 
now purchase 100% cotton yo-yo strings, specially made for 
Duncan in Mexico, at 10 strings for $1 postpaid, fom Dun- 
can Toys Co., P.O. Box 5, Middlefield, OH 44062. 

® If you like return toys, Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 
Water St., P.O. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120, is 
planning to bring out a new paddle ball (that’s a paddle with 
rubber ball attached to a rubber string, a toy popular years 
ago) called the Hi-Fli Paddle Ball. It will be available in 
“wild graphics and colors as well as a natural finish model,” 
owner Brad Countryman told us. They will come with an 
extra elastic band, a threading needle and a trick booklet and 
will retail for $2.99-3.99, he said. Hummingbird expects to in- 
troduce them at the New York Toy Fair in February. 

e Other news from Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd. Yo- 
Master Dan Volk went to work full time for Hummingbird 
starting in November as promotions and creative director, 
working in research and development, owner Brad 
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Countryman said. Volk will be moving from San Francisco to 
Arcade, N.Y., and will be looking for new ways to promote 
the yo-yo and to hold yo-yo contests. “He’s also an incredible 
eet pee player,” Countryman said. Hummingbird is also 

ringing out several new models in its Trickster line in “wild 
colors,” he said. 

e Hot, wild new colors seem to be all the rage these days. 
Duncan Toys Inc., 15981 Valplast Rd., Middlefield, OH 
44062, is also introducing a line called the “Neo- YoYo” in 
hot colors, at the New York Toy Fair in February, Duncan’s 
V.P-marketing Clyde Mortensen told us. Until just recently, 
Mortensen explained, “anytime you took hot colors and put 
them in with plastic resins and subjected them to heat, you’d 
ruin the colors. Now we have new materials that are more 
sophisticated and don’t spoil from the heat.” 

e He doesn’t know how to yo yet, but he’s learning. He’s 
the newest member of the Smothers Brothers family, 
Remick Harper Smothers, son of Dick and Lorraine 
Smothers, born Oct. 16 and weighing in at 8 pounds, 6 oun- 
ces. 

e Spectra Star, P.O. Box 3099, 13215 Louvre St., 
Pacoima, CA 91333-3099, plans a national television cam- 
paign for spring, starting in February 1990, promoting its line 
of Sports Yos and Radical Yos. The line of novelty yo-yos in- 
cludes various sports balls (baseball, basketball, football, golf 
ball, bowling ball and soccer ball) plus dinosaur, ’57 Chevy, 
skull and crossbones, hamburger, globe of earth, hand 
grenade, Pee Wee Herman, Gumby, Joker, Batman, G.I. 
Joe., Ghostbusters, Freddy Krueger, Donald Duck, Garfield, 
Mutant Ninja Turtles, Nintendo and Double Dare. 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


The Yo-Yo Name Game, Continued 


Several issues ago we suggested that you might want to 
come up with your own yo-yo stage name. 

Readers liked the idea. We published a list in our Nov.- 
Dec. 1988 issue, and again in the May-June 1989 issue. And 
still the names pour in. Here is a complete list of all those we 
have received to date, received in the mail or culled from 
other sources. (NOTE: We have lost contact with some of 
the individuals — indicated with an asterisk (*) —listed here 
since they sent their stage names to us): 

The Yo-Yo Man (Tom Smothers, Los Angeles, CA), The 
Yo Master (Dan Volk, Arcade, NY), The Yo-Yo King (Phil 
Morin, Bellingham, MA), Mr. Yo-Yo (Bob Rule, Lawren- 
ceville, GA), *The Spinmaster (Carl Bates, Austin, TX), Dr. 
Yo (Tom Kuhn, San Francisco, CA), Captain Yo-Yo (Den- 
nis Lesley, Birmingham, AL), Captain Yo (Don Watson, 
Rohnert Park, CA), Professor Yo-Yo (Stuart Crump Jr., 
Herndon, VA). 

The Yoster (Eric Richardson, Bradenton, FL), The Yo- 
Yo Illusionist (Scott Musgrave, Raleigh, NC), *The Yo-Yo 


~§LO-YO.. 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Give one for Christmas 


Send for your free 
Color Cataloque 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin, tx 78756 


Prince (Brian McGrath, Enosburg Falls, VT), The Duke of 
Yo (Robert Baybrook, Enosburg Falls, VT), The Yo-Yo 
Princess (Jennifer Baybrook, Enosburg Falls, VT), Yogi 
(Bob Malowney, Chico, CA), The String Pilot (Rob Lynch, 
Beevilee, TX), Yo Deb (Debbie Gonsalves, Fresno, CA). 

Yo-Man First Class (Frank Thomason, Sapulpa, OK), 
The Earl of Whirl (Joe Lynch, Mt. Airy, MD), The Yo-Yo 
Guy (Paul Buethe, Lodi, CA), The Guru of Yo (Dale Oliver, 
Seattle, WA), Stri ter (Mike Donaldson, Fortville, IN), 
The Master of Yo (Taro Yamashita, Littleton, MA), Yo- 
Momma (Katherine Templeton, Reno, , The Wizard of 
Yo (Patrick Besha, Berne, NY), Prince Yo (Nick Barber, 
Berne, NY). 

Master Yo (Jeff Schenck, Berne, NY), The Yo-Yo 
Queen (Linda Sengpiel, Akron, OH), Seen- Yo-Man (Lou 
Newman, Liberty, NY), Surfer Yo (James LaBarbe, Long 
Beach, CA), the Yo-Yo Kid (Steven Cardwell, Hamilton, 
Bermuda), Mr. Spin (Marty Kaplan, Falls Church, VA), Joe 
Yo (Chris Cook, Spokane, WA), Yo-Dad (J. Kenneth 
Roberts, Arlington, MA), Yodi (Jodi Crump, Herndon, VA). 

YoRaMa (Bob Camarillo, CA), Yo-Clown (Al 
Goldman, Salt Lake City, UT), Yo-Yo Boy (Robert Litton, 
Walnut Creek, CA), The King of String (Mark Litton, Wal- 
nut Creek, CA), Yo Pilot (Vince Cobb, Chico, CA), The Yo 
Bro (J. Robert Harris II, Long Island City, NY), YoYo a 
GoGo (Dr. Larry Mueller, Merced, CA). 

Send in your name, and if it’s original (and not offen- 
ag —yes, we’ve already gotten one we couldn’t use) — we'll 

t it. 


CONTEST NEWS 


Chris Cook, aka “Joe Yo,” sends in the results of the 
First Annual Silver Valley Yo-Yo Contest, held in Wallace, 
Idaho, on Oct. 28. “All of this was the brainchild of Bob 
Brucker, owner of the Wallace Toy Co.,” Chris writes. “He 
and his wife, Linda, put in a lot of work to make this a first- 
class event. You may want to note that Bob markets the “Itsy- 
Bitsy Yo-Yo’ that is available in many parts of the country.” 
CONTEST RESULTS: Ages 8-14: (1) Joseph Gabiou, (2) 
Matt Davis, (3) Mike Brucker. Ages 15-20: (1) Jess Car- 
penter, ) Ben Brucker. Ages 21-up: (1) Chris Cook, (2) 
Dan Farley, (3) Tom Farley. 


*The Hypno-Yo” Continued 
Ted Eckel, Louisville, Kentucky 


I was happy to see my trick, “The Hypno- Yo” selected as 
“Trick of the Month” (May-June 1989 issue). I wrote the 
trick tongue-in-cheek, but I would imagine that you could ac- 
tually perform the trick for laughs with the right amount of 
showmanship. 

Even though the hypno illustrations printed with the trick 
would suffice, many novelty companies and magic shops sell 
a small plastic disc called a “Hypno Coin” that actually has a 
swirling movement when the coin is tilted. 

The Hypno Coin is a neat way to personalize your yo-yo, 
whether poten oe the Hypno-Yo trick or not. 

If you can’t find it locally, the Hypno-Coin (product num- 
ber 8103) is available for $1.49 (2 for $2.50; add $1 or so for 
postage and 7 from The Johnson Smith Co., 4514 
19th Court E., P.O. Box 2550, Bradenton, FL 34206-5500. 
Write for their free catalog. 

Have any other readers come up with their own ways to 
personalize their yo-yos? Let’s trade ideas. 


Coming Soon... 


The Famous Cheerio Yo-Yo 
A quality wooden yo-yo at the lowest price 


Cheerio Toy Co. 
600 Central Ave. 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
708-433-0160 


How to Carry Your Yo-Yos in a Briefcase 


If you have a large collection of yo-yos and you like to 
carry them from performance to performance, you'll probab- 
ly want to get a nice-looking briefcase. 

But don’t just toss the yo-yos into it, where they can get 
jostled around and scratched and all tangled up. 

Dennis McBride showed us how he does it. He pur- 
chased high-density polyurathane foam (the sort of thing that 
you can get in camera shops, which is used to make cus- 
tomized cases for eeitgrai) that fits precisely into the case. 

Then, carefully measure out a cross-hatch pattern on the 
foam with squares about 3” on each side. 

With a 2 1/2” doorknob drill bit, carefully drill out sec- 
tions in the foam, centering each cut on one of the cross 
hatches. Drill down about 3/4 of an inch or so--just deep 
enough to slip a de into comfortably. 

What type of briefcase? McBride tells us he purchased 
“an exclusive case at K-Mart for $70.” It’s done the trick. 


Good Buy, Old Paint 
Barry Travis 
Arlington, Va. 

I make my own yo-yos in the basement out of wood and 
have discovered that the best paint to use to color them is 
automotive spray paint. First, I put on two coats of primer, 
then two coats of paint. It’s better than Krylon paint. _ 

The hardest part of putting a yo-yo together is getting the 
two halves precisely aligned, 3/32nds of an inch apart. I use a 
spacer to help me. 

One thing I’ve noticed is that about one yo-yo out of 10 al- 
ways seems to be a little bit better than the others. I don’t 
know why. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new 
tricks, etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, 
articles, etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions. 
We will not print your address unless you ask us to. 

Help! 

I have trouble finding out how to do a couple of tricks or 
figuring them out. Maybe you or one of your readers could 
help me out. The “Yo-Yo Man Video” has Dan Volk doing a 
“Rock the Baby” and “Eiffel Tower” combined together. I 
know he starts out with a “Man on the Trapeze,” then I’m 
lost. Help! . 

Also, I read about the “Perpetual Motion” trick. What 
the devil is that? It is trick #27 in The One and Only Yo-Yo 
Book by George Malko, which I found in an old, used-book 
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Hummingbird™ 


World's Premier 
Wooden 
Trick YoYos 


Hummingbird Yoy Company, Ltd. 
32 Water Street- P.O. Box 276 Arcade, New York 14009 


store. The store had had the book on its shelf since it first 
came out. No one ever bought it! The store is a combination 
new and used bookstore. I bought the book for $2.20 in al- 
most mint condition! What a buy! I also found The Mature 
Person’s Guide to Kites, Yo-Yos and Frisbees for $4.50. So, I 
recommend that you check out the hobby section of any old, 
used, rare bookstores. 

We recently got a kitten and found out as he gets older, 
that he likes to chase my “Walk the Dog”! If he only knew! 
Sometimes he bites the yo-yo when he catches it, so I took 
him to a dentist and gave him some fillings. Now when he 
wants to bite and play, I throw him a ball of aluminum foil! 
(Just kidding on that last part.) 

I will be getting The World on a String by Helane Zeiger 
ae and hope the tricks I’m wondering about will be in 
there. 

Scott Musgrave, “The Yo-Yo II- 
lusionist” 
Durham, N.C. 

Scott, by now you have probably discovered that “Perpetual 
Motion” is the same as “Stop and Go.” As to the other tricks, 
maybe we can get someone to videotape how to do them so we 
can include the instructions on our new-yo-yo-tricks video, 
which we are planning to produce soon. 


Keeping in Touch 


Pd be lost without my issues of Yo-Yo Times! How else 
could I keep up and informed of all the exciting yo-yo news 
and events happening around the country? 

anks for all the wonderful past issues and all the men- 
tions of my World on a String: The How-To Yo-Yo Book as an 
excellent reference. Look for national distribution for World 
on a String in stores across the country soon. 

In the meantime, thanks again for making us yo-yo fans a 
closer community through your delightful and infrinative 
newsletter. 

Helane Zeiger, “The Yo-Yo 
Lady” 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Tips Needed on Organizing a Contest 


_ Tenjoy Yo-Yo Times greatly and look forward to each 
issue. I’m very excited about the convention (next July in Los 
Angeles with the International Jugglers Association). You 
asked for opinions on expanding the newsletter to a 
magazine. My friend, Greg, who is an IJA member, says the 
IJA takes a small loss to make its magazine, Jugglers World, 
look so nice, and then makes up for it by charging a slightly 
higher price to conventioneers. If you decided to form a yo- 
yo organization, you might want to take this direction. 

I’m hoping to organize a city yo-yo contest to coincide 
with our annual spring festival. 'd appreciate any tips on or- 
ganizing and publicizing this event. Fellow yo’ers, if you have 
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any suggestions, or if you’d like to participate or perform, or 
if you’re a company and would like to sponsor the contest, 
please write to me. I’m new to this and can use your help. 
Andrew Arvessen 
UBOX 63666 FSU 
Tallahassee, Fla. 32313 


Coming Back 


Like your newsletter! I was a Duncan yo-yo champ in ’60, 
61 and ’62 and traveled around with Randy Brown for 
Bonomos Turkish Taffy. The yo-yo has been put away for a 
long time. I still have all my original Duncans, even a suede- 
covered one. Glad to see the yo-yo is coming back. I'll have 
to dust them off and see what I can remember. Thanks for 


your help. 
Larry Palka 
Riverside, Ill. 


Definitely 


Regarding the idea of turning Yo-Yo Times into a 
nengusine, I’m all for it. I think with the current nostalgia 
boom, there’s probably a decent market for it. I definitely 
think it should cover sumilar toys, such as tops. 

One toy I’m really interested in right now is the “Whiz- 
zer.” My brother and I used to play with these when we were 
little. I was surprised earlier this year to find that Whizzers 
were being re-marketed when I saw ads on television. I 
wonder if the resurgence in yo-yo interest caused the 
manufacturers to try and push the Whizzer again. I wonder if 
anyone’s buying them. 

Another nice thing about a magazine is there would be 
more room for discussing collectibility. I, for one, would be 
interested in an illustrated guide to collectible yo-yos. I can’t 
be the only one confused, can I? 2 oe there could be a run- 
ning feature where people send in photos of different models 
they have, along with information about them, and those who 
have questions about yo-yos in their collections could use the 
same forum. 

Kara Sjoblom 
Alameda, Calif. 


More Interviews, Please 


I'd like to see more interviews with the older touring 
pros, such as the story on Barney Akers in the Sept.-Oct. 
issue. For those of us who aren’t lucky enough to own a copy 
of The One and Only Yo-Yo Book, these interviews are about 
the only way for us to learn about the yo-yo’s heritage. 

Chris Cook, “Joe Yo” 
Spokane, Wash. 


Hi Yo, Silver! 


Replying to Stephen Ballou’s letter in the Sept.-Oct. issue 
of Yo-Yo Times requesting information about an “early Silver 
Bullet” yo-yo made of Gorham sterling silver. I happen to 
have the same yo-yo, and I do not think it was made in the 
Twenties. 

I acquired this yo-yo about 15 years ago. It has the same 
inscription, “Gorham Sterling Cover 30 Steel Body,” and it is 
beautiful. The yo-yo was featured in a Neiman-Marcus 
Christmas catalogue at a list price of $50. This is about the 
same price as the current Silver Bullet, but that was a lot 
more money back in the early-to-mid-1970s! 

A word of advice: Although the yo-yo is well balanced, 
the axle is weak and will not stand much abuse. 

I hope this supplies some of the information you are look- 
ing for. 

; J. Robert “Yo Bro” Harris II 
29-27 41st Ave. 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
718/786-9640 
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YOMEGA X 


Now, “Walk the Dog” and “Rock the Baby” directly to the cash register! 


It’s a fact. Yo-Yo sales are on the upswing! And, Outrageous Yo™ goes where 
no Yo-Yo has gone before .. . With record breaking spins that take Yo-Yo 
play and your profits to new heights! 


e Perform all the 
classic tricks 
and create new 
outrageous 

, ones, too! 

delivers record- 

breaking 

spins! 


¢ Transaxle system fi 


« Outrageously 
Easy to learn 
and play! 


Made in the U.S.A. by: 


YOMEGA 


1641 North Main Street 
Fall River, MA 02720 
508) 672-7399 


_ The Gem Collection 
Yo-Yo rotates continuously on 
battery-operated display 


—— YOMEGA 
aoe TheYOYO witha BRAIN ; 


ro ve : < 


YORMEGR CORP 


The Conscience of Quality In Toys 1641 NORTH MAIN STREET 
FALL RIVER, MASS. 02720 
TELEPHONE: (508) 672-7399 


RETAIL ORDER FORM 


PLEASE USE THIS ORDER FORM: (Please state second choice of color or model, if your first choice is not available.) 


ITEM NO. | QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 


YOMEGA - THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® - PHANTOM EDITION 
Clear yo-yo body, clear watch case, yellow clutch, instruction bOOK .........+scsssescesesrercesseees eumeseaees $10.95 


YOMEGA - THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® - EXECUTIVE EDITION 
Black watch case, brass plated ball bearings and springs, clear clutch, instruction book .........s-.s0+00 $19.95 


YOMEGA OFFICIAL REPLACEMENT STRING PACK 


ye ERUTN ES DET peak Keoeceescccscccetecssscudse, sttessecssusosestencsacousseatedssecesscessorieesectors seeueonesees ai ctaccentese $ 1.00 


OLD FASHIONED WOODEN YO-YOS - AN OLD FAVORITE! 
CEDAR (#4C) ......cccccorccsscccnsssosssovessscsonsescnsscvsnscsenscssecssesusessensoressesesscesassoenenes eesetsueseesucenspaceeseeras $ 4.95 


OLD FASHIONED WOODEN SPIN TOP - ANOTHER OLD FAVORITE! 


String, button and instructions included 


Available in: BLUE (#5B), RED (#5R), GREEN (#5G), YELLOW (#5Y) ......-.+0000 Seaeassesasseees $ 2.45 


|*NEW! - YOMEGA - THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN ® - GEM COLLECTION 
Available in: Translucent RUBY (#8R), SAPPHIRE (#8S), or EMERALD (#8E), 


Instruction bOOK .........ssccsscsesssecssscssosccssscenscsscscsconcesssesccsenesesssresenssesessoenecsoeseseeees CONE a $11.95 
*NEW! - OUTRAGEOUS YO™ 
Transaxle system yo-yo. Provides record-breaking spins unobtainable with ordinary yo-yo’s! ........ $ 6.95 


*NEW! - SUNSHINE YO-YO - TRADITIONAL PLASTIC YO-YO 


Available in; ORANGE (#100), BLUE (#10B), RED (#10R), instruction ISGGIE ceessseseesseserees<e $ 2.95 
*NEW! - YOMEGA INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO .......cccsscsssssoverrossscresnecconencescscees MOLES KTLEOO $19.95 
*NEW! - YOMEGA HOLSTER - FOR THE SERIOUS YO-YO PLAYER! 
Carry a Yomega Yo-Yo wherever you go! ....s.s.sscsseseesseees eeedescelsitante nottecncsccsecetctes Seeeesaraseseavsaee $ 4.95 
SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGES SUB TOTAL 
IF YOUR ORDER IS: 
- MASS. RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 
RFE TEA RW Ma sicici vac sasiieanc ctsacievssiinanes 50 
Bd OS MOD NGOS) ccsccsnesssceeetesovnseeees 2.00 SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
CONT (es a ae ae nS Ce a ee 3.50 
TOTAL 
PLEASE INCLUDE CHECK OR MONEY 
ORDER PAYABLE TO: 
YOMEGA CORP. - D.R. YOUR NAME 
1641 NORTH MAIN ST. 
FALL RIVER, MASS. 02720 entail 


(508) 672-7399 


PRICE EA. 


TOTAL 


OUT-SPINS THE 
COMPETITION 


Never has @ yo-yo 
been designed to apin 
80 long and performso 
weil, What a beauty! 
=F Slightly larger and 
sclentitically weighted to 
give prolonged, superior spin, the 
World Class" yo-yo Is # great gift for 
the serlous player. 


Yo-Yo Times Exclusive! 


The Duncan Toys Company is proud to make this exclusive offer to 
subscribers of Yo-Yo Times: The original Duncan World Class Yo-Yo for only 
$9.00 plus $1.00 postage and handling! 


The Worid Class is a must for any serious yo-yo player or collector. Originally 
manufactured by Duncan in the mid-1970s, the World Class features specially 
designed metal “inertia rings” to provide additional weight in the rim of the 
yo-yo for longer spin time. The World Class also has a graduated metal axle 
(wider at the outside and narrow in the middle), which keeps your string 
running on track for reduced friction and maximum “sleep.” 


Because our renewed efforts to promote yo-yo play have greatly increased 
interest in this ancient toy, we decided to dust off the molds and make a 
limited production run of one of our best playing models ever —the original 
Duncan World Class! 


As a limited production run, the World Class is available only in its original, 
translucent red with silver graphics and trim. Each comes in its own clear 
acetate display box for protection from nicks and scratches when not in use. 


To order, just type or print your name and mailing address in the box provided 
below. Let us know how many of the original Duncan World Class Yo-Yos 
you’d like. Make your check or money order payable to “Duncan Toys 
Company” in the amount of $9.00 plus $1.00 postage and handling each and 
send to: 


DUNCAN WORLD CLASS OFFER 
P.O. BOX 5 Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
MIDDLEFIELD, OH 44062 


r 
1 YES! Send me ___ original Duncan World Class Yo-Yos! I’ve enclosed 
! my check in the amount of $ to cover the cost of the order. 


Please rush to: 
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HOLLY-YOS 


A Christmas 
Theme Yo-Yo 


The Perfect Holiday Gift! 
efun for everyone! 
ealready wrapped! 
ehang as an ornament 


$30/dozen FOB Tucson 


c. 1988 Playmaxx Inc. Made in U.S.A. 
US. Pat. No. 3,805,443 


Thanks for the Support ~ 


I want to thank Yo-Yo Times subscribers for their en- 
thusiastic response to our Christmas catalog, which we in- 
serted in the last issue of the newsletter. We’re happy to 
report that several major galleries are now wg! pos our Slo- 
Yos. Any reader who'd like to receive a copy of the catalog 
can write me and I'll send you one. 

Ken Picou 

Design in Wood 
5508 Montview St. 
Austin, Texas 78756 


Mr. Mercy 


I am interested in yo-yos, partly because they are fun and 
partly because they fit in with the programs that I work with 
as an entertainer. | perform magic and Juggling in school 
programs to promote good health in children throughout the 
eastern Iowa area. 

I became interested partly because the local science 
museum, The Science Station, began working on a display of 
tops, yo-yos and other spinning toys. That led me to borrow- 
ing their tapes on yo-yo tricks and purchasing several yo-yos. 


I think that I have become nearly obsessed with the yo-yo. 


I can already do some of the simpler tricks and am working 
on the more complicated ones. J am having some trouble yet, 
but I believe that I will be able to overcome the adversity and 
learn the harder tricks sometime in the near future. 

We’re already planning a “Mr. Mercy Health Club” fun 
day and yo-yo contest for the spring of 1990, if all goes ac- 
cording to plan. 

Mark Garvey, “Mr. Mercy” 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


[Mark, it sounds like you’re doing some good work out 
there in Iowa. Keep us posted as your plans progress.| 


PEL PAT YIMIARXEX 


1665 E. 18th St., #207-YT 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
602-623-9981 

FAX: 602-792-1206 


Love That Song! 


T love your song, “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” I would also love to 
have Tommy Smothers’ “Yo-Yo Man” song as well as the in- 
strumental music heard during his Smothers Brothers yo-yo 
performances. Do you know if there are any plans to release 
this music? 

Ted Eckel 
Louisville, Kentucky 


[The “Yo-Yo Man” song was written by Rick Cuhna. So far 
as we know, it has not yet been released. The International Yo- 
Yo Institute in Chicago is planning to release a tape of all 
known yo-yo songs; whether or not this one as well as the 
show’s yo-yo music will be on it depends on whether ap- 
propriate copyright song problems can be resolved. We'll let you 
know as soon as we find out.] 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to print as 
many as we can. Rest assured that we haven’t overlooked 
yours. It’s in our ever-bulging folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are primarily 
those that can be described in words without pictures. We 
don’t have room for lots of pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary can- 
didates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive a free 6- 
month extension on your subscription. And if your trick is 
selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a year’s subscription 
as our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the yo-yo to 


Page 9 — Yo-Yo Times / November-December 1989 


Holiday Special from Dennis McBride 


“Gallery of Unbelievable 2-Handed Yoyo Tricks” 
90-minutes. More than 30 tricks. (Regularly $29.95). 
Still available: “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video” 
More than 30 basic to advanced tricks. (Regularly $24.95). 


Special offer (expires Jan. 15): Either video, $20, or both 


videos, $35. Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited 
edition, Dennis McBride model Hummingbird Rainbow 
Trickster with each tape purchased. 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 


Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


continue developing as the greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive a free, 
autographed copy by the author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. 
(Note: Just to —— ourselves in the future, please be ad- 
vised that sending us your trick means that you are giving us 
peas to print it in the newsletter and subsequent 

ooks. You will, of course, receive full credit in both places 
as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed yoist. 
If — left-handed, make the appropriate changes when 
following the directions. 


“Babba-Loo” 
Mark Kersey, “The Canadian Yo-Yo King” 
Toronto, Ontario 


__ [made this trick up during a yo-yo demo. The audience 
liked it so much, I continue doing it. I call it “Babba-Loo,” 
after Ricky Ricardo in “I Love Lucy.” 

Do “The Man on the Flying Trapeze,” then let the yo-yo 
go to the middle of the string between your hands. Now, as 

uickly as possible, let each hand (alternately, first one hand, 
then the other) get as close to the yo-yo as you can, then back 
off as if you were playing a conga-drum. 

Don’t let the spinning yo-yo move from its position in 
space. Only the hands should go back and forth, to increase 
the effect. Whil e doing this trick, I yell, “Babba-Loo, Babba- 
Loo...Hey, Looooocie...Where’s little Rickey?” 

Some of the younger kids don’t get the joke, but they all 
like the trick. 


“Loony Loops” 
Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo” 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Throw a “Breakaway.” Catch the string on your index 
finger as if you are doing the “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” 

Let the string wrap around your finger three or four 
times, then catch the yo-yo on the string. 

Now, pop the yo-yo off the string by snapping the string 
tight. The yo-yo will me: back around your index finger as it 
unwinds the string. As the yo-yo makes its last loop around 
your finger, give it a tug on the string and bring it home. 
“Break-Away from Orbit” 

Scott Stonebeck and the Yo-Bros 
Redwood City, Calif. 

First, throw a “Breakaway” to your side. Guide the yo-yo 
by the string so that when it reaches the end of the string, it is 
in front of you. To do this, simply move the string towards 
the opposite side you threw it on. The yo-yo will make a half- 
circle and end up in front of you. Then let the yo-yo return. 

Alternate finish: As the yo-yo begins to return, position 
your hand to prepare for a “Lunar Loop” or “Loop the 
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Loop.” When the yo-yo returns, flick it back out, catching it 
on its return. We call this “Break-Away from Orbit with a 
Lunar Loop.” 


“Stay!” 
Al Goldman, “Yo-Clown” 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


I work with the Salt Lake City Fire Department as public 
education director. Almost three years ago I began to use 
clowning as a tool to teach fire and life safety. My character, 
“Yo-Clown,” works in Dee City Hospital on the Psych Ward 
working with manic depressives. He 1s in charge of this year’s 
theme of “Don’t Do Dumb Stuff.” 

I would like to offer a trick that I call “Stay.” It was born 
in a moment of great need. Allow me to set the stage for you. 

As you may suspect, Yo is not the greatest yo-ist, but 
that’s okay for a clown of his ilk. David is the name of one of 
his favorite yo-yos. (The laser pattern on the side reminds Yo 
of the star of David. Hence the name.) David is very good at 
doing tricks like “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” 

At one point, David bit off more string than he could 
chew. Yo and his audience of admirers saw David dangling 
in mid-string, with the string snarled up inside the yo-yo. To 
save face, Yo-Clown pointed at David and gave the stern 
command, “Stay!” Yo then told the onlookers of the impor- 
tance of discipline. 

Thus, if you ever find yourself with a yo-yo caught up in 
its own string, you could point to it and focus a commanding 
stare at it and order it to “Stay!” You can then explain to the 
audience how important discipline is for the youth of today. 


"Around the Other Side” 
Ben Tolpin 
Wilmington, Del. 


Throw an “Around the World” on the right side of your 
body. As the yo-yo comes around from behind you, move 
your hand across your chest to the left side of your body, 
mies - it “Around the World” again, on the left side. 

If there’s enough juice in the yo-yo’s spin, you can con- 
tinue sending it around and around, first on one side of the 
body and then the other. 


“Shooting Stars of Paris” 
Nathan M. Haines 
Townsend, Mass. 


This trick is very impressive but so simple! You'll need to 
explain it to the audience. 
Form the two-handed “Texas Star,” which is also called 
“Ursa Major.” Throw the yo-yo out once like the “Shooting 
Star” while explaining to the audience that “Stars love to 
shoot.” 
Next, throw the yo-yo backwards, forming the “Texas 
Star.” Turn the star to the right so that the top point of the 
star is controlled by your left index finger. To form an “Eiffel 


New! SUNBURST MANDALA 1 YO-YO 
Like the popular Mandala 1 Yo-Yo, but laser-carved in the 


“Butterfly” shape. Great Performance & Feel! 


Limited Edition Collectors model - $20.00 postpaid 
with velour pouch, 60 feet of siting, 2 spare axles, and instructions. 


Complete 
New! NO JIVE Junior YO-YO Great for 2-handed 


play. Like the No Jive 3-in-1 Yo-Yo but with two tone paint. 
Matched Pair - $22.00 postpaid -incudes extra axtes and 60ft string spool 
) Send check or money order to: 


Tom Kuhn Custom Yo-Yos 
2383 California Street Phone Orders: 
San Francisco CA 94115 415/921-8138 


Science in Action-Fun! 


DISCOVER THE SECRET OF NEWTON’S YO-YO 


wees Excitement for all ages! 


Demonstrates 


Newton's 1st and 3rd Colorful. Safe. Fun to play with. 
Law of motion! | 


oie It will knock your socks off! 
\ This fascinating 


toy is lots of 

fun!...it 

actually Available at your favorite toy store or by mail 

demonstrates : or 

a law of for $4.95 each (includes shipping and 
physics! 


handling anywhere in the U.S.) from 


Good Ideas Company 
Dept. YT-11 
P.O. Box 3512 
Madison, Wisconsin 53704 
608-244-1398 


Dealer inquiries welcome 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


i : . Newton’s Yo-Yo has passed toy-safety requirements cstab- 
Available in a colorful blister pack. lished by the Consumer Products Safety Commission. 


You never knew learning physics could be so much fun! 


3H WOR BOE SOO FOR SEL CSN BES NOB ET Ses 8S SHS OK SON OGD WE Ot BFE ONS TES BEI SOG OSS SOS UE SEC BS SE BE SOE OED OO SE Sel WES TSH GH O5y OES ISS OE O52 MES WU et GEC O80 WES GD BOL SOB TSO! WK BBD Ces ES BN BOS feo NC GR BSL ISO NOE GEK OO SOS Me OO BEE 


TO ORDER YOUR YOUR NEWTON’S YO-YO, return this coupon today with your check or money order for $4.95 (postpaid) to: 
Good ideas Company, Dept. YT-11, P.O. Box 3512, Madison, Wisconsin 53704 


6. a a ee es ae 2 
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’ Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 


SM THE RS 


Your $8 first-year’s 


membership brings you: 


A photograph of Tom and Dick 
Smothers, an official Fan Club member- 
ship card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo 
Man in action, the SmoBro Newsletter, a 
“Just Say YO!” bumper sticker, two 
Smothers Brothers patches, a biography 
of the brothers, a silhouette sticker of the 
brothers and a listing of their concert ap- 
pearances. 


BROTHERS 


FAN CLUB 


P.O. Box 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


Tower,” release the point of the string held by your left 
thumb. With some finagling of the string, you can turn the 
star into an “Eiffel Tower,” although it will not be formed 
the same way as the traditional “Eiffel Tower.” Say, “The 
best stars are in Paris!” 


“Why Yo-Yoers are Better Students” 


In our March-April 1988 issue, we reported on the 
results of the world’s first survey of yo-yoers and their grade 
point averages (G.P.A.) We surveyed our readers and dis- 
covered that they have a collective G.P.A. of 3.4—a solid 
B+/A-! 

We also invited the readers entering the contest to in- 
clude a brief essay on why they think yo-yoers are better stu- 
dents. We received a number of excellent answers to the 
question, “Why are yo-yoers better students?” We had only 
pra room in that issue to print three of them. Here are a 

ew more. 


Bob Baybrook, “The Duke of Yo” 
Enosburg Falls, Vermont 


[EDITOR’S NOTE: Bob is the father of 9-year-old Jen- 
nifer Baybrook, “The World’s Youngest Yo-Yo Pro.”] 
I have an old Duncan yo-yo that came completely un- 
iy Nothing holds it togethers, It comes apart when you 
op it. 

When we’re performing I get an adult from the 
audience up on stage and show them how to put the string 
on their finger. At the same time I’m holding onto the yoyo 
and pressing the halves together, so it won’t come apart. 

Then I put the string on their middle finger and press 
their first and third fingers on both sides of the yo-yo, with 
their thumb on the back. Then, I take their hand and arm 
and bring their arm back to the shoulder, then show them 
how to throw the yo-yo. 

Next, I tell them to throw the yo-yo on the count of 
three. When they throw it, it comes apart and the two 
halves hit the floor and take right off. They’re left there, 
holding the string. Sometimes they'll say, “I didn’t mean to 
break it!” The audience loves it. They think it’s funny. 

While the audience is laughing, my oldest daughter, 
Jaclyn, will go pick up the runaway pieces. It’s the only yo- 
yo I have that will do this trick, so I don’t want to lose it. 

I came up with this trick one day when my Yomega 
came unscrewed in the middle of the act and the audience 
started laughing. 

The first person I tried this trick on wound up buying 
two yo-yos. I always tell them, “Thanks for being a good 
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Tricks of the Month: “The Sidesplitter” and “The Starburst” 


which is also funny. 


Note: The grade listed after each student’s name is the 
grade of that student /ast year, at the time they wrote these 


essays.) 
A Way to Focus Your Attention 


Some reasons why I think yo-yoers are better students: 
b Yoing gives people a way to focus their attention. 
2) In a good state of yo, you forget your problems and 
worries. 
(3) When you accomplish or master a trick, it gives you a 
feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment. 
(4y People who yo usually read something about the sub- 
ject. Therefore, you could say that yoing promotes reading. 
Mark George, 7th grade 
Cottage Grove, MN 


Stimulates the Mind 


Students who yo-yo do better in school because the yo-yo 
stimulates the brain, causing it to relax. That relaxing time, 
which is called “leisure time,” makes the brain come up with 
new ideas, and those ideas can be put down on paper. 

Patrick Besha 
(The Wizard of Yo) 
Berne, NY 


But Not His Handwriting 


Yoing has improved my grades, but I think it has changed 
my attitude toward work somehow. I care more now about 
achieving more. It definitely didn’t improve my handwriting. 

Ryan Feely 
Fonthill, Ontario, Canada 


You are What You Yo 


Students who yo-yo do better in school because they do 
as well in school as they can yo-yo. For example, if they can 
do the sky rocket, their grades will go as high as the yo-yo 


sport.” Sometimes, if I have the ge ae ahead of time, 
I'll go to the person in charge of the group and ask if they 
know someone in the audience who’s a good sport and can 
take a joke. In most crowds, there’s someone like that who 
enjoys being the center of attention for a few moments and 
— a laugh. ’ } 

er they've done “The Sidesplitter,” I'll give them 
another chance and ask them if they’d like to try “The Star- 
burst.” This is more of an “effect” than a trick. I have them 
hold their hand out, flat, palm up: Jennifer and I start put- 
ting yo-yo on each of their fingers. We make sure the yo-yos 
are would up tightly so they stay in place. 

I work up to this trick by telling them I’m foing to teach 
them a new, difficult trick. We build up the effect by 
making comments as we go along. For example, after a 
ting the first yo-yo on, I’ll ask the audience, “Do you thi 
he can do two yo-yos?” The crowd will say, “Yes!” So Pll 
put another yo-yo on them. Then Jennifer will put ona 
third yo-yo. I'll say, “I have two more in my pocket.” So I'll 
take them out and we’ll put them on, too. 

Then, I'll guide their hand up to the shoulder and show 
them the proper throwing motion. Then, we'll go, “One, 
two, three, throw!” They throw all the yo-yos down at the 
same time. 

It makes a spectacular “starburst” pattern. We use a dif- 
ferent colored yo-yos on each finger to heighten the effect. 

This is a trick that would be difficult for a youngster. 
You need an adult-sized hand. 

Of course, when you finish, you have a tangled mess — 


does. But if they can’t even make the yo-yo sleep, their grades 
will go down, just like the a se Most people do more than 


make the yo-yo sleep, so that’s why they get good grades. 
Micah Hogan, 6th grade 
Friday Harbor, WA 
Yo-Yoers are Happier People 


Students who yo-yo do better in school because it makes 
them happier. If someone does not pay attention to you, or 
ie are yelling at you, the yo-yo will calm you down and 
make you be happier and more relaxed. 

For several weeks I carried my yo-yo with me everywhere 
I went. If someone would be mean to me, or I was doing hard 
work, I would yo-yo, and it would calm me down. 

The yo-yo would help me do better because I could work 
calmer and happier. 

If ’'m sad, my work is poor, and if I’m happy, my work is 
great. Since I got my yo-yo, I am happier and my work is bet- 
ter. [NOTE: His grades went from 6 A’s, 15 B’s and 8 C’s in 
4th grade to 14 A’s, 14 B’s and only one C in Sth grade.] So, 
thank-you for yo-yos. They have really helped me a lot. 

Greg Rubin, Sth grade 
Columbia, MD 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS... 


Let the Good Times Yo! 


“I would appreciate it very much if you would praise all 
of those who yo, especially those who are students in school,” 
writes Scott Stonebeck of Redwood City, a member of the 
Yo-Bros. “When I started to yo in the eighth grade, a whole 
lot of students thought it was stupid to play with a yo-yo. My 
friends and I, however, after forming the Yo-Bros, continued 
to yo. Now we are all sophomores at St. Ignatius College 
Prep, and yo-yos are a fairly uncommon sight. I think people 
are embarrassed to yo. Sad to say, it occurs with the Yess, 
too. 
“Once in a while we pick up a yo-yo, but it isn’t the same 
as it used to be. Many of us have changed since then, but we 
all stay pretty close, and it is a shame we don’t yo like we 
used to. 

“What I am getting at is that those like the Yo-Bros need 
more encouragement and incentive to keep yoing.” 

Scott hits upon a very crucial point in the growth of every 
yo-yoer. Most of us start yoing when we are in our pre-teen 
years, usually during a period of time in which yoing is on an 
upswing in popularity. Eventually (usually before high 
school) we put our yo-yos aside for a time. 

As a fad, yoing comes and goes. While the fad is on, we 
yo. When the fad goes, we turn to the next fad. 

There’s nothing wrong with this. Most fads are harmless 
and fun. As Dr. Fad (Ken Hakuta) writes in How to Create 
Your Own Fad and Make a Million Dollars (p.187), “If the 
fun goes out of your fad, it dies.” 

The yo-yo, however, is different from most faddish ideas. 
Even after the hype dies away, the basic soundness of the toy 
remains. The fun of mastering a new skill never leaves you. 
Sooner or later, you’ll come back to it and try it again. One 
day you’ll have kids of your own, and they'll discover the yo- 
yo, and you’ll amaze them when you borrow their yo-yo and 
put it through its paces. 

Helane Zeiger, the author of The World on a String, 
learned to yo-yo with a passion as a child. She tells her own 
story this way: 

“T always thought it would be fun to be a yo-yo 
demonstrator,” she said, "but my parents had other dreams 
for me: school, nee and eventually an English teacher. So 
I put my yo-yo away for about 25 years. 

“The next time I picked one up, I was teaching in the 


J me aA | 


soin-Offs 


The Research and Playful Publica- 
tion about Spinning Tops, Gyros, 
Rotating Toys & Related Devices 

Displaying your collection/History/Science 

Patent reprints, games, articles, how-to’s, profiles, yo- 
yos & tops appearing in art as well as old catalogs, recent 
issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” a removable yo- 
yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 

Add fact to your fun with Spin-Offs 
3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$18/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add $6/year 
Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 
Spinning Top Museum, 380 N. Pine, Burlington, WI 53105 


classroom and a kid was playing with a yo-yo. I playfully 
snatched it from him and started doing all the tricks. I caught 
the kids off guard. I broke character and went into my yo-yo 
routine, and the kids liked it. I started a yo-yo club after that. 
This was the early 1960s.” Later she became a demonstrator 
for Duncan and wrote her book. 

My own story is similar to hers. I learned most of the 
basic tricks as a pre-teen, then I put the yo-yo away for years, 
ony ng it out from time to time when the yo-yo fad resur- 
aced. 

Then, four years ago, I was attending a convention in Las 
Vegas and caught the Smothers Brothers act at the Desert 
Inn, When Tom went into his Yo-Yo Man routine, I went 
into hyper-nostalgia. As soon as I got home, I dug my old yo- 
yo out of the drawer. All the skills I'd learned as a child were 
still there. And, suddenly, so was that old child-like en- 
thusiasm for learning that I hadn’t known for nearly 30 years. 

The result of this new passion is, among other things, this 
newsletter and a new part-time career (largely for fun) as a 
yo-yo demonstrator, teacher and motivator. 

i ly every serious adult yo-yoer has a story to tell 
that goes something like that. 

So, Scott, even if you find your own yo-yo interest and the 
interest of your friends waning as you get into high school, 
don’t worry about it. The excitement you once felt for the 
world’s greatest toy will not disappear completely. One of 
these days — or years — that enthusiasm will once again 
emerge, and you'll find yourself out there recapturing your 
heap in ways you never thought possible. Just be grateful you 

ad the opportunity to learn to yo when you were a child. 
That child will always be a part of you. 
Let the good times yo! 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this section, the 
cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with a minimum charge of 
$2.50. Single lines standing by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade 
Yo-Yos!”) are $1 each for up to 8 words. We will print the 
first few words in boldface unless you specify differently. (Up 
to four words can be printed in boldface.) 

Yo-Yo Times assumes no responsibility or liabilities for 
any claims contained in any ad. Let the buyer beware! 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


MINT CONDITION National Olympic and Parker Olym- 
pic Yo-Yos, gold or silver, with logos. $8 each plus $2 
pong’ and handling or 12 for $80 plus $6 P&H. Also, 

arker Strings (2 to a pack), $1 per packet. While supplies 
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SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to... 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 


(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U.S., and at Herndon, VA 22070 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 

Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 
Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 


last: Satellite Yo-Yos, $6 each + $2 P&H or $55/dozen + 
$6 P&H. (U.S. dollars.) Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8. 

SMOTHERS BROTHERS WANTED. Need 45s, clip- 
pings, VHS videos (want list avail), press kits, stills, sheet 
music, candids, anything! If you have it, | want it! Kara 
= 74 Applegate Way, Alameda, CA 94501, 415/769- 


COLLECTOR AND ENTHUSIAST. | Buy Yo-Yos. Spe- 
cial interest in old & wooden models (currently seeking 
“Cheerio”). Any types & quantities considered. Send 
description and/or photo with od to: Rich Falls, 376 
Hendy Creek Rd., Pine City, NY 14871. 

WANTED: Wooden Duncans, Cheerio’s and other od- 
dities. Call or write: Jim Marvy, 5810 Salisbury Ave., Min- 
netonka, MN 55345, 612/935-0307 (daytime) or 612/474- 
7747 tae ip s). 

YO-YO COLLECTORS, let’s trade! | have several early 
‘70’s Duncans available = yorek Velvets, Tournaments, 
Brands & Butterflies. Send me a list of your tradeables, & 
I'll send you my list. Dennis Lesley, 8211 5th Ave. No., Bir- 
mingham, AL 35206, 205/836-1520. 

TRADE OR SELL old Duncan Satellite Yo-Yos. Green, 
pink and blue, unopened, in original display cards. 
Originally sold for 69 cents; “M-1” printed in lower left 
corner of display card. Preferred trade for ake Rain- 
bow, Duncan Jewel and/or Cheerio yo-yos or others. Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 40206, 
502/895-9560. 

WANTED TO BUY: Old yo-yos. Highest prices paid. 
Will also do some trading. Richard Nye, 642 W. Shasta 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926, 916/343-7575. 


SHOPTALK 


“Yo-Yo Times” Grows, and Goes Video 


Did you notice how much bigger this issue is? Part of the 
growth is due to the holiday season. Publications are tradi- 
tionally bigger just before Christmas. 

Even more important, however, is the fact that our adver- 
tisers realize that you have an unquenchable interest in all 
things yo, and they want to show you what they have to offer. 

As we announced in our last issue, we hope to see Yo-Yo 
Times grow into a full-fledged magazine. If you like the idea, 
you can help it happen by making a special effort to patronize 
our advertisers and tell them how much you appreciate their 
continued support of this publication! 

Also, if you haven’t sent in a video of your original yo-yo 
tricks for our “New Yo-Yo Tricks Video,” please don’t put it 
off any longer! We have heard from lots of readers who say 
they intend to send in a tape, but only a few have done so al- 
ready. Please don’t delay! We need your input. Do it today. 
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TOP 10 YO-YOS OF 1989 


[CONTINUED FROM P. 1] 

conspiracy, because she had the opportunity to be a real 
leader and blew it. Her former housekeeper testified that 
she once said, “Only the little people pay taxes.” 

6. Pete Rose, who continues to live up to his nickname, 
“Charlie Hustle.” He had it all and threw it away. 

7. Alleged movie star Zsa Zsa Gabor, of whom it has 
been said, “She is the world’s greatest housekeeper; she’s 
been married eight times and after each marriage, she’s 
kept the house,” for proving that even though crime 
doesn’t pay, the veshinals can add up to a lot of free 


ae 

8. The executives at CBS who still haven’t figured out 
that they have a solid hit on their hands in the Smothers 
Brothers if they’d only give Tom and Dick a regularly 
scheduled program at the same time and on the same day 
of the week for at least 18 weeks. 

9. Washington, D.C., mayor Marion Barry, who said in 
a television interview during the time he was under inves- 
tigation for possible drug charges (never proven): “I’m the 
best thing that could ever happen to Washington,” and 
who also said, “I’ve never been accused of being an idiot.” 
Just a yo-yo. 

10. Richard Nixon, who always regretted that he 
missed out receiving this award 15 years ago because it had 
not yet been created, re-entered the competition this year 
and earned his rightful place in the hierarchy of yo-yo-dom 
by changing long-distance telephone companies from 
AT&T to MCI after the former Ma Bell sponsored ABC’s 
special presentation of “The Final Days,” which is based 
on Nixon’s last hours in office as president. He also 
replaced his AT&T phone, probably with one made in 
Japan. 

PThe final award —a bonus! — goes to any newspaper 
editor who doesn’t have enough of a sense of humor to 
realize this Top-10 List is at least as important as any other 
Top-10 List that will be published during the closing weeks 
of 1989. 

Happy New Year. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


[_] YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo Times. 

Enclosed is my subscription payment as follows: 
(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next issue. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


[_] year of Yo-Yo Times $12.00 
[| 2years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 


[| 3years (SAVE $12.00) $24.00 
aa subscribers add $6 per year 


or postage & handling) (2-6) 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Mail this coupon today to: Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


We’re Going to Make You a Star! 


Wanted: Your Original Tricks for New Yo-Yo Video 


If you've always wanted to be a star, here’s your chance. 

Yo-Yo Times is preparing a video of all-new yo-yo tricks 
to share with its readers. 

That’s where your input is needed. The video will star 
you —the readers. 

If you'd like to be included in the video, here’s how: 

1. Develop your own original yo-yo trick or tricks. (If your 
trick has already appeared in Yo-Yo Times, you are especially 
urged to send it along.) 

Also, “combination tricks,” in which you combine several 
older tricks into one smooth, single trick, are welcome and 
may be included, depending on their originality and ap- 
propriateness. In addition, if you have developed a new way 
to perform an old trick (such as an original, funny story to go 
along with a standard trick), send it along. We may use it fit 
shows a spark of originality or a delightful sense of humor. 

2. Videotape yourself doing the trick. Any home-video 
camera using VHS format is acceptable. Be sure to clean the 
camera first, using one of the special cleaning tapes available 
at your local video store. 

Please make sure the video camera is firmly mounted on 
a tripod. No handheld cameras, please! Try to get someone 
who knows how to operate a video camera to make the tape 
for you. Even though we are not trying to win any prizes for 
video excellence, the better the filming, the better the final 
tape will be — and the better you will look. 

3. Perform each trick several times for the camera. If you 
make a mistake, it’s not necessary to stop the camera. Just 
keep it running, and make a comment like, “Don’t use that 
one.” We'll edit it out. Repeat the trick several times, and 
film it from different angles. 

A performing tip: Unless you have "the gift of gab," we 
recommend that you perform the trick silently at least once 
on the tape. Sometimes it is difficult to perform a trick and 
explain it smoothly at the same time. Then, repeat the trick 
one or several times, explaining it as you go along. You rm 
also want to perform the trick slowly once or twice, carefully 
explaining each step of the trick as you go along. 

4. Make sure the camera is as close to you as possible 
and still gets the entire trick in the frame. (For example, if 
you are doing a trick that requires a big circle, such as 
“Around the World,” the cameraperson would have to 
“zoom back” to get the entire circle in the frame as you do 
the trick. On the other hand, if you are doing a smaller trick 
such as “Rock the Baby,” the camera should zoom in tightly.) 

5. Use high-quality, VHS tape only. Please send original 
tapes, not copies. (Every time a tape is duplicated, there is 
some loss of quality. We want to keep this video of the 
highest quality tae consistent with keeping the cost 
down.) If you'd like the tape returned to you, enclose a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope, so we can mail it back. We will 
make every effort to return your tape, but we cannot guaran- 
tee return, so be sure to keep a copy for yourself. 

6. The best place to tape your tricks is outdoors, in a 
shady area, where you are out of direct sunlight. 

7. Please fill out the permission statement below and sign 
it. If you are under 18, have your parent or guardian sign it. 

8. Please get your tapes in to us by January 31, 1990. We 
hope to have the tape produced and ready for distribution by 
next spring. 

9. Everyone who appears on the tape will get a free copy 
of the tape, an automatic six-month extension on their sub- 
scription to Yo-Yo Times as well as the opportunity to pur- 
chase additional copies of the tape at the wholesale cost. (By 
the way, we are going to use some discretion in sending out 


the free tapes. For example, if you get a group of five or 10 
kids together, and you all do the same "original" trick at the 
same time on one video, we’re only going to send you one 
free tape! We reserve the right to limit the number of free 
tapes. 

are If two readers send us videos of the same trick, the 
first one received will have priority in deciding whether to 
use it on the tape. Or, we may use both versions. 

11. We reserve the right to use or not use any tricks sub- 
mitted. Final decisions rest with the editors of YYT. 

12. If you feel truly inspired, you might end the tape with 
a recording of your complete yo-yo routine (including 
original as well as traditional tricks), preferably performed 
before a crowd. We may include a few outstanding examples 
of routines to show how others have learned to put their acts 
across to the audience. 

13. Send your original-tricks video by January 31, 1990, to 
“New Yo-Yo Tricks Video,” Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 22070. (If you can’t make that deadline, please 
call us and let us know that your tape is on the way and when 
you expect to have it. We’d like to include you!) 


PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM! 


| 

| Please fill out and sign and return this permission slip 
(or a photocopy of it) with your video. 

: 


cr tee to 
j allow Creative Communications Inc. and Yo-Yo Times 
(YYT) to use the videotape of my yo-yo trick(s) and/or 
| other material recorded y or for me on 
{ (date) and/or other recorded materials I am submitting, on 
j One or more videotapes produced, sold, distributed or 
otherwise circulated by Creative Communications Inc. and 
1 Yo-Yo Times, for any purpose. 
I understand that if my le, 00 trick(s) are used, I will 
receive a free copy of the final tape, a 6-month extension 
on my subscription to Yo-Yo Times, plus the right to pur- 
} chase additional copies of the tape at the wholesale price. 
Ido[ ]donot[{ ] want my address and phone num- 
ber published with the printed information that may be in- 
| cluded with the yo-yo — or any other materials : 
ublished or circulate Creative Communications Inc. 
ei Yo-Yo Times. 1 further understand that this release is 
| in ag hsges oat I will not sen any eae = fer 
{ tion for the use of the tapes or other materials, and that 
YYT cannot guarantee return of my original tape and 
materials. However, any business I may receive or generate 
from exposure and referrals from these videos or materials 
| is totally mine and not subject to any finders’ fees, booking 
l agent fees or commissions to Creative Communications 
Inc. and Yo-Yo Times or any of its affiliates. 
1 also affirm that I am over 18 years of age, or, if 1 am 
not, ae the signature of at parent or guardian also ap- 
pears below agreeing to this permission. 


Give the Gift that Keeps on Giving... 
a Subscription to Yo-Yo Times 


Share your love of the yo-yo with your friends, your parents, your children, your spouse, your “sig- 
nificant other,” your relatives, your favorite member of Congress, your local newspaper columnist, the 
head of a major corporation, your teacher, your local or school library. 


Give them a subscription to Yo-Yo Times. And benefit froma... 


Special Offer! Three subscriptions for the Price of Two! 


(Regularly $12 per year) Special 3 one-year subscriptions for $24 
(You own subscription or renewal can be included as one of the three.) 


Order placed by: 


NAME 
ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 


[] Please renew my subscription Yo-Yo Times newsletter. 


[_] Please enter the following subscriptions: 


NAM®’ " 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE 

[_] New subscription. 
[| Renewal. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 

Ec New subscription. 
Ez Renewal. 
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NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 

[_] New subscription. 
[_] Renewal. 


iF] Send renewal notices to me. 


[_] Send renewal notices to the subscribers. 


l enclose payment as follows: 
[_] 3one-year subscriptions. $24.00 
[_] 3two-year subscriptions. $36.00 
[_] 3 three-year subscriptions (BEST BUY!). $48.00 
Payment MUST Accompany Order! 


Mail this coupon (or a photocopy) today to: 


YO-YO TIMES 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 
Or call 703-742-YOYO (703-742-9696) 


DON’T CUT YOUR ISSUE! 
PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM 
OR USE A PLAIN PIECE OF PAPER 
AND MAIL TODAY! 


